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The Great North Road 
 

11 Days - 10 nights | Mobile Camping 

Explore the stunning game parks of Botswana on this 11 

day mobile camping safari.  Witness elephants drinking 

from the Chobe River, search for painted dogs in the 

vast expanse of Moremi, and explore the watery 

environment of the Okavango Delta.  You’ll enjoy 

comfortable accommodations, excellent food, and an 

expert safari guide in a remote and wild setting. 

 

Camping in Africa allows you to experience the magic 

of the bush in a very personal way.  Our mobile 

camping safaris are designed to immerse you deep 

into the African wilderness.  You'll fall asleep to the 

distant roar of lions under the African stars.  Our 

comfortable mobile camping safaris are the 

quintessential African experience (and our favorite 

safari style). 

 

What is a mobile camping safari?  It’s just that - 

mobile; a cross country exploration of the African 

bush.  We carry all supplies with us and spend a few 

days at each site before moving on to next 

destination.  The flexibility of a mobile safari allows us to 

spend more time out in the bush and focus on the 

wildlife.  Located in the remote bush, campsites are 

private, wild, and unfenced.  It's not unusual to have 

wildlife wander through camp.  Our camping safaris 

are a unique opportunity to immerse yourself in the 

daily rhythms and magic of the African wilderness. 

 

At GrassTrack Safaris we believe a mobile tented safari 

is the best way to experience Africa’s last unspoiled 

wilderness! 
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ABOUT YOUR SAFARI 

 
On The Great North Road Safari our guests will explore the African wilderness and the 

extraordinary landscapes of northern Botswana in comfort and style.  Your campsites, 

private and unfenced, are located in the remote bush ensuring a 24-hour safari 

experience.  This 11-day fully service mobile safari starts in Maun and ends in Kasane.  As 

you traverse the great north road to the Zambezi River you’ll visit Botswana’s famous 

wildlife areas of Moremi Game Reserve, the Okavango Delta, and Chobe National Park.  

The stunning diversity of habitats supports some of the world’s greatest concentration of 

wildlife:  enormous herds of elephant, lions, cheetah, wild dog, buffalo, and an incredible 

array of antelopes and birds.  Large, spacious Meru-style tents, an attentive camp staff 

and safari chef who will prepare delicious food over a campfire, open-sided vehicles, 

and a friendly, knowledgeable guide will make this unique safari the trip of a lifetime. 

 
 

BRIEF ITINERARY 
 

2 Nights Camping in Xakanaxa/Third Bridge | Moremi Game Reserve 

Activity guide: Game drives 

 

3 Nights Camping in Khwai Community Area | Moremi Game Reserve 

Activity guide: Game drives, night drives, & mokoro excursion 

 

3 Nights Camping in Savute | Chobe National Park 

Activity guide: Game drives 

 

2 Nights Camping along the Chobe River | Chobe National Park 

Activity guide: Game drives and a boat excursion on the river 

 

 

A TYPICAL DAY ON SAFARI 
The safari day starts as the sun rises. Your wake-up call will be between 5am and 6am - a gentle “koko” (knock-

knock in Setswana) at the entrance to your tent. A camp assistant will be on hand to fill your wash basin with 

steaming hot water, and freshly made tea and coffee will be served around the campfire.  

 

Before the early morning game drive, a light breakfast will be offered. This will include tea, plunger coffee, juice, 

rusks, fruit, cereal, toast and jams – just enough to boost your energy without using up too much of the golden 

hours of early morning, which is one of the best times of the day to see animals. Later on, as the temperature 

rises, many of them will retreat to the shade before becoming active again in the late afternoon. 

 

Having spent the morning exploring the surrounding wilderness in search of Botswana’s hidden treasures, you will 

return to camp for lunch under a shady tree (if the elephants have not pushed them all over!). Lunch typically 

consists of salads, bread (freshly baked over the campfire), cold meats and pickles. Just as the animals retreat to 
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escape the heat of midday, we recommend that you do too. This is your chance to catch up on your reading, 

write about your adventures in your journal, take a siesta – or all three!  

 

Later in the afternoon you will head out into the wilderness once more as the animals begin to feed and drink 

again. As the sun dips below the horizon, marvel at the sheer splendor of an African sunset and toast the beauty 

of Nature. This is best done with the traditional sundowner choice: a G&T.  

 

On your return to camp, enjoy a starlit hot shower and then gather around the warmth of the campfire to relive 

the day’s events with your fellow adventurers. A three-course dinner accompanied by South African wines is 

served beneath the magical canopy of the African night sky. Listen carefully and you may hear lions roaring, 

hyenas whooping – or smaller creatures rustling in the leaves nearby.  We can confidently say that Botswana 

beef is the best in the world – and our slow-cooked potjie is just as delicious. And that’s before we even mention 

our mouth-watering desserts! Retreating to the comfort of your tent after enjoying a nightcap around the 

campfire and fall asleep to the calls of the African wild. 

 

On days when we move to a new campsite, the safari team will strike the camp, then travel to the next campsite 

and prepare everything for us. When travelling between campsites, we choose routes through wildlife areas 

wherever possible which means that each transfer is really an extended game drive. A picnic lunch will be served 

at a suitably scenic spot en route.  

 

 

Detailed Itinerary 
 

Days 1 & 2 |  Maun to Xakanaxa | Moremi Game Reverse 
 

Your safari guide will be there to welcome you upon arrival at the Maun Airport.  The exact departure time from 

Maun will be advised closer to the time, as this depends on commercial airline flight schedules.  We recommend 

arriving in Maun the night before so you’re well rested for your adventure.  

 

We expect to depart Maun and begin our journey around lunchtime where we’ll head to the Moremi Game 

Reserve, stopping for a picnic lunch en-route and arriving at our campsite in time for sundowners. 
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Spending our first two nights camping in the Xakanaxa and 

3rd Bridge region, we explore the surrounding wilderness on 

game drives during the day.  The Moremi Game Reserve 

forms part of the unique ecosystem called the Okavango 

Delta and Moremi covers up to one third of the Okavango.  

The total area of the Okavango covers up to 7000 square 

miles of which the Moremi Game Reserve is 2000 square miles.  

We’ll spend the next two days exploring the game rich 

Moremi Reserve.   

 

The Okavango is a unique ecosystem, an inland delta 

situated in the middle of the largest stretch of continuous sand 

in the world-the Kalahari Basin.  This wetland lies like an oasis 

in an otherwise inhospitable landscape.  Where land and 

delta meet, a mosaic of pans, grasslands, forests, and lagoons 

provide an extremely rich and diverse habitat in which a 

multitude of animals and birds flourish.  This wetland is one of 

the natural wonders of the world and is a fragile ecosystem 

that remains one of the world’s least spoiled and most 

beautiful wilderness areas. 

 

Moremi is on the eastern extremity of the Okavango Delta and 

protects vast areas of swamps, lagoons, floodplains, 

woodlands, and savannah.  The varied habitat of floodplains, 

marshes, lagoons, papyrus fringed channels, and vast reed-

beds support all the classic African wildlife.  This is superb lion 

and elephant territory and one of the best places in Africa of 

seeing the rare African painted dog.  Other wildlife includes 

leopard, giraffe, buffalo, cheetah, warthog, and a wide 

variety of antelopes.  Bring your binoculars as Moremi is home 

to nearly 400 species of birds, from the ostrich to the colorful 

Lilac-breasted Roller. 

 

Accommodation | Mobile Tented Camp   

Included Meals | Day 1: Lunch, Dinner; Day 2: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Game Drives 

 

 

Days 3, 4, 5 |  Khwai River Community Area | Moremi Game Reserve 

 

Following an early breakfast, we pack camp and continue our journey to the Khwai River area, stopping for a 

picnic lunch en-route.  The Khwai River forms a boundary between Moremi and the community area.  The day’s 

journey follows the river, with the track weaving from the riverside and floodplains into the mopane veld and the 

woodlands that make Khwai one of the most scenic areas of the Okavango.  We spend the next three nights 

camping at a campsite in the community area, exploring the Khwai floodplains on game drives both during the 

day and at night.  Here, you will also enjoy a 2 ½ hour mekoro trip exploring the waterways of Khwai, the most 

eastern reach of the the Okavango Delta system.  Mekoros are traditional, dug-out canoes poled by an 

experienced guide. 
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Exploring after dark with spotlights offers you a unique 

opportunity to experience some of the nocturnal animals that 

are rarely encountered during the day.  Please note that night 

drives are not permitted within the national parks and reserves.  

This activity is conducted outside the boundaries of the Moremi 

Game Reserve and within the Khwai Community Area. 

 

The Khwai region boasts excellent populations of both bull 

elephant as well as breeding herds.  Lion, leopard, serval and 

African wildcat are common predators of the region with wild 

dog and cheetah being less common.  Buffalo use this area 

seasonally with large herds moving in during the summer rains.  

The swampy areas in the west are home to red lechwe.  Other 

ungulates include tsesebe, blue wildebeest, giraffe, kudu, sable antelope, roan antelope and impala. 

 

Accommodation | Mobile Tented Camp   

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Game Drives, Night Drive and mokoro excursion 

	

Days 6, 7, 8 |  Savute | Chobe National Park 
 

We head further north en-route to Chobe National Park, with its 

diverse and striking landscapes.  Chobe National Park is one of 

Africa’s finest game sanctuaries with a wide variety of habitats 

offering extreme contrasts and home to a breath-taking variety 

of animals and birds.	 

 

We spend the following three nights camping in a wilderness 

campsite in the Savute region.  The seemingly desolate 

landscape of Savute makes an interesting contrast to the 

relatively lush Chobe River.  The most challenging part of the 

trip from Khwai is crossing the Magwikwe Sand Ridge that 

formed the shoreline of the paleo-lake Makgadikgadi, which 

dried some 10,000 years ago. The winding track through this deep sand makes for interesting travel!  Unlike the 

vast majority of the country, Savuti is not flat landscape. Large outcrops of volcanic rock reach up out of the 

Kalahari sands, towering over the endless savannah.   Savute has a healthy population of leopards that live in 

these hills and first or last light is the best time to see them.  

 

The Savuti Marsh has been the stage for many of the most 

dramatic wildlife documentaries in Africa. The wide open 

country, good ungulate populations and particularly strong 

prides of lion and hyena clans make for dramatic wildlife 

interaction and excellent viewing opportunities. The area is 

inhabited by a huge pride of lions with numbers fluctuating 

from 20-30 members. These remarkable lions have learned 

over the years how to hunt elephants!  Launching their attack 

under darkness and using their numbers, they manage to kill 

adolescent and even young adult elephants.  The wide open 

plains of Savute are home to a variety of game, including 

zebra, wildebeest, kudu, giraffe, wild dog, and cheetah. 
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Accommodation | Mobile Tented Camp   

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Game Drives 

	

	

Days 9 & 10 |  Chobe River | Chobe National Park  
 

Leaving the parched landscape of Savute, we continue our 

journey north to the contrasting Chobe River region of this 

enormous park.  We spend the last two nights camping in a 

wilderness campsite near the Chobe River exploring the 

riverbanks and surrounding floodplains on game drives.  On 

day 10 you will also enjoy an afternoon boat cruise on the 

Chobe River which departs from Kasane.  	

	

The Chobe River is famous for its large herds of elephant-the 

highest concentration of elephants anywhere in the 

world.  Near the end of the dry season the river provides the 

only permanent water source and so attracts enormous 

numbers of animals.  Thousands of zebra, impala, and buffalo 

migrate to the river for water and grazing.  Breeding herds of elephants visit the river to drink and bathe.  Seeing 

an elephant family come to drink at the river's edge while a red sun slowly descends to the horizon is a sight that 

will last a lifetime. 

	

Accommodation | Mobile Tented Camp   

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Game Drives and boat excursion 

 

 

 

Day 11 |  Kasane, Botswana 
 

Following breakfast and a short game your we depart Chobe National Park.  Sadly, your safari ends in Kasane 

around 9am.  You can book your flight home from Kasane or extend your safari with a visit to the magnificent 

Victoria Falls.  The Falls is only 60 miles from Kasane with plenty of activities to fill a few days.  

 

Included Meals | Breakfast 

 

 

~ End of Services ~ 
 
	

 
NOTE: Although we make every effort to adhere to schedules and itineraries, these are subject to changes in 

weather (specifically with current flood conditions, the driving times may differ between the areas quite 

considerably depending upon the time of year), roads, and animal movements and availability.  
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INCLUDED 

 

EXCLUDED 

• Comfortable walk-in, meru style tents with 

built in floors and mosquito gauze 

windows/entrance.  Beds are comfortable 

and include all linens and towels. 

• En-suite bathrooms with a bucket shower 

and bush loo.  Includes soap, shampoo, 

insect repellent. 

• Services of a licensed professional guide, 

safari chef and camp assistant and back 

up driver, complete with a supply vehicle. 

• Game drives and local transfers in 

customized game drive vehicles with 

shade roof, comfortable seats, and long-

range fuel tanks. 

• Exclusive camping in private campsites 

within the national parks and reserves when 

available. 

• All entrance fees and camping fees within 

the national parks and reserves. 

• All meals and drinks (wine, beer, G&Ts, 

soda, juice, bottled water) while in mobile 

camps.  No other spirits. 

• All activities as specified in the itinerary. 

• All taxes. 

 

• International flights or charter flights and 

airport departure taxes. 

• Entry visas. 

• Travel insurance (required on all safaris). 

• Laundry. 

• Spirits (other than gin). 

• Any drinks at lodges or accommodation 

other than in mobile camps. 

• Items of personal nature and toiletries. 

• Staff gratuities. 

• Optional safari extensions or pre-

night/post-safari accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

	

 

 

 

 
Optional Safari Extensions: 

 

We can assist with any pre-/post- 

safari extensions to other 

destinations in Botswana or southern 

Africa.  Popular requests include the 

Makgadikgadi Pans and Victoria 

Falls.  Please contact us at 

dan@grasstracksafaris.com for 

further information. 

	

2018 Rates 
(per person sharing) 

 

July – October 2018 Departures: $5610.00 

April – Jun; Nov - Dec 2018Departures: $3735.00 

 
Please note this itinerary is subject to availability of all services at time of booking.  A 20% non-refundable deposit is required to confirm 

booking and is due within 14 days of receiving the invoice.  Minimum 1 person, Max 7.  No single supplement. 
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~ Great North Road Safari Route ~ 

	


