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SAFARI HIGHLIGHTS 

• Mountain Gorilla Trekking in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest 

• Chimp Trekking in Kibale Forest National Park 

• Search for tree climbing lions and other game in Queen Elizabeth 

National Park 

• Enjoy superb birding on a boat trip on Kazinga Channel 

• Experience the ancient culture of the Batwa people 

• Experience the vibrant and diverse landscapes of Uganda 

Classic Uganda Safari 

10 days/9 nights 

Uganda is truly a destination for everyone, from the first-time African traveler to the specialist safari 

enthusiast.  It is a country with a wide variety of landscapes and Uganda is possibly the most diverse 

natural history country in Africa.  It is also one of the top birding destinations in Africa.  Lush, tropical 

rain forests are a prominent feature in Uganda’s ecosystems and are said to have the most diverse 

and largest population of diurnal and nocturnal primates in the world, including chimpanzees and 

the endangered mountain gorillas.  Home to elephants, lions, buffalo, and a wealth of other game 

species, including sitatunga, giant forest hog, topi, oribi, giraffe, zebra and hartebeest.  Uganda 

won't disappoint for safari adventure and discovery. 

This ten day safari includes a thrilling visit with the Mountain Gorillas in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest 

National Park, chimpanzee trekking in both Kibale National Park and Kyambura Gorge, multiple 

game drives in Queen Elizabeth National Park with its wide array of wildlife, including the famous 

tree climbing lions.  Luxury accommodation, professional guides and custom made safari vehicles - 

this safari will be the trip of a lifetime.  
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~ Classic Uganda Safari ~ 

 

Day 1 | Arrival in Entebbe | Boma Hotel 

Arrive at Entebbe International Airport where you will be met by our representative and transferred to the Boma 

Hotel (or similar) to overnight.  Depending on your arrival time, a half day trip to Ngamba Island Chimpanzee 

Sanctuary may be arranged at an additional cost.  This could also be arranged at the end of your safari if you 

prefer.  Other options include boat cruises on Lake Victoria or the Uganda Wildlife Education Center in Entebbe, 

where there are a variety of visitor’s programs including behind the scenes work with the animals.   Ask when you 

book, if you are interested in any Entebbe extensions. 

Entebbe is a small, quiet town located on the shores of Lake Victoria and is easy to explore on foot or local 

transport (motorbikes known as “boda bodas”) or local taxis.  Visit local markets to buy clothes and crafts, curio 

shops for souvenirs, and the Botanical Gardens on Lake Victoria where you can walk among beautiful trees, 

watch monkeys moving through the canopy above, and spot many indigenous bird species.   If you're interested 

in birds, join a morning boat trip through the Mbamba Swamps to search of the rare shoebill stork or relax on a 

sunset boat cruise on the enormous Lake Victoria.  Entebbe has a wide variety of restaurants serving many 

different cuisines as well as several bars and clubs where you can sample the local beer, catch a game of 

football and chat with the local Ugandans, known for their open and friendly nature. 

The Boma Hotel: The Boma is a small, family run guest house 

located in the suburbs of Entebbe.  A converted residential 

home, The Boma offers quiet, relaxed accommodation and a 

peaceful atmosphere.  Each en suite room is uniquely 

decorated, with many having their own veranda.  Gourmet 

meals are prepared upon request and guests can enjoy the 

welcoming bar area any time of day as well as the guest house’s 

large garden, private swimming pool and large patio boasting 

beautiful views toward Lake Victoria.  

Overnight | The Boma or similar 

Included Meals | Bed & Breakfast 

Activities | Entebbe Botanical Gardens, Ngamba Chimp Sancuary, Lake Victoria Cruises 

 

 

 

Day 2 | Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park | Buhoma Lodge 

Today you'll be transferred to the Entebbe domestic airport for your scheduled flight to Kihihi airstrip, near 

Bwindi/Queen Elizabeth National parks.  For the next three nights your home will be the Buhoma Lodge.  The flight 

takes just over an hour (depending on the plane used) and upon arrival you will be met by our representative 

and driven to Buhoma Lodge, located at Bwindi Impenetrable Forest.  The drive to the lodge is through local 

villages, mountain roads, and lovely scenery making for very interesting drive! 
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Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park, located in south 

western Uganda on the edge of the Great Rift Valley, is 

considered the most diverse forest in Uganda.  The area, one 

of the few large expanses of forest in East Africa, where 

lowland and mountain habitats meet, contains a dense 

ground cover of herbs, vines, and shrubs.  Home to over 120 

mammals, 345 species of birds, 200 species of butterflies, and 

160 species of trees, Bwindi is one of the richest ecosystems in 

East Africa.  The park contains almost one half of the world’s 

population of the endangered mountain gorilla, making it an 

extremely valuable conservation site.  Bwindi is also home to 

several endangered bird species with very limited ranges, and 

acts as an important catchment area for many rivers, 

supplying water for agriculture in the surrounding region. 

Buhoma Lodge commands spectacular and uninterrupted views 

of the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, home to the endangered 

mountain gorilla.  Situated on the edge of the National Park, 

Buhoma is just a short walk from the meeting point for gorilla 

tracking.   Buhoma Lodge is eco-friendly and has been 

constructed using sustainable local materials where possible and 

uses solar power.  Each chalet has a private verandah and 

enormous windows, giving spectacular views of the forest 

canopy.  Awaken to chattering forest birds, and the occasional 

screech of a monkey.   Mountain Gorillas have even been spotted 

in the garden!  The open-air lounge and bar area offer 

uninterrupted views, and whether the eerie mists of the forest 

envelope the surrounding hills, or the views are crisp and bright, 

Buhoma offers its own special magic.  

Overnight | Buhoma Lodge or similar 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Flight from Entebbe 

 

 

 

Day 3 | Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park | Buhoma Lodge 

Today is the day you've been waiting for:  tracking mountain gorillas in the dense jungle!  You will have an 

opportunity to be within a few yards of these magnificent apes, sharing in their daily lives and experiencing their 

day-to-day activities.  Mountain gorillas are extremely rare with only an estimated 850 remaining in the wild.  This 

is an experience you won’t soon forget!  
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After breakfast take a short walk to Park Headquarters and meet with the 

excellent local guides and trackers who will give a talk on the etiquette 

of gorilla trekking.  We then hike into the forest where the gorillas were 

seen the night before and track from that point (please note that some 

of the gorilla families are located in areas which we will need to travel to 

by vehicle).   The trekking can take from 1 to 6 hours and climb to altitudes 

in excess of 7,500 feet.  The terrain is rough and at times muddy.   Although 

the hike is physically demanding the beauty of the forest and surrounding 

scenery make the trekking worthwhile.  Once the gorillas are located all 

fatigue is forgotten, as the experience is often described as being the 

most profound natural history experience in the world.   Picnic lunches are 

provided and it is 

important to take plenty 

of water.  Cameras and 

binoculars are highly 

recommended.  It can 

rain at a few minutes 

notice; hence 

waterproof clothing is a 

good essential including 

zip lock bags for 

cameras. As mountain 

gorillas are wild animals, 

sightings cannot be guaranteed.  However, viewing success 

rates are over 95%.   Following the trek, return to your accommodation and, if time allows, take a guided 

afternoon forest or community walk. 

Overnight | Buhoma Lodge or similar 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Mountain Gorilla Trekking 

 

 

 

Day 4 | Second Gorilla Trek or other activities | Buhoma Lodge 

 

Depending on individual preferences there are a variety of different itinerary options for this day.  Embark on a 

second gorilla trek, enjoy a guided forest walk, visit a Batwa pygmy, or simply relax and explore the nearby 

Buhoma village.   

 

Second Gorilla Trek (Optional) 

Those with who purchased a second gorilla permit will depart for another exciting gorilla tracking experience 

following breakfast at the lodge (an additional pre-booked gorilla permit required).  
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Forest Walk (Optional, extra cost) 

Embark on a walk through the tropical rainforest with 

experienced wildlife guides.  Enjoy scenic views, the sights and 

sounds of the rain forest, ample opportunities for bird watching 

and glimpses of the many monkey species living in the park as 

they move through the forest canopy.  Five different day-trails, 

ranging from 30 minutes to 8 hours in duration, offering the 

opportunity to enjoy the tranquility of the forest and to see 

several different monkey species.  For birders, roughly 190 bird 

species have been recorded in this area, ten of which are either 

listed in the Red Data Book or else endemic to the Albertine Rift.  

 

Village Community Walk (Optional, extra cost)  

Embark on a community walk through the local villages surrounding Bwindi Impenetrable Forest.  Optional 

activities include visits to a traditional home, local orphanage or school, banana brewing demonstrations and 

even meeting traditional medicinal healers.  This three to four-hour walk is easily tailored to your individual 

schedule and interests.  

 

Batwa Cultural Experience (Optional, extra cost) 

The Bwindi Impenetrable Forest is also home to the Batwa 

pygmies.  These people were the original dwellers of the ancient 

forest and were known as the ‘keepers of the forest’.  The Batwa 

lived in harmony with the forest and survived by hunting small 

game using bows and arrows and gathering plants for both food 

and medicinal purposes.   In 1992 the lives of the Batwa changed 

forever, when the forest became a national park and world 

heritage site in order to protect the endangered mountain 

gorillas that reside within its boundaries.  The Batwa were evicted 

from the park and became conservation refugees in a world 

that was very unfamiliar to them.  This cultural experience was 

created by the displaced Batwa pygmies with the help of Batwa 

Development Program to share their amazing heritage and 

traditions with the world.  Embark on a community walk through the local villages surrounding Bwindi 

Impenetrable Forest.  Optional activities include visits to a traditional home, local orphanage or school, banana 

brewing demonstrations and even meeting traditional medicinal healers.  This three to four-hour walk is easily 

tailored to your individual schedule and interests. 

 

Overnight | Buhoma Lodge or similar 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Optional activities 
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Day 5 | Queen Elizabeth National Park | Ishasha Wilderness Camp 

 

This morning we depart Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National 

Park and travel (2-3 hours) to Ishasha in the southern part of 

Queen Elizabeth National Park.  Time permitting, during our 

drive from Bwindi to Ishasha, we may visit a Community 

Project on the border of Queen Elizabeth National Park.  

Here the local people allow you to enjoy some time in their 

homesteads, as well as see some of the crops and curios 

they produce, and visit the local elephant trench project – 

which stops elephants coming into the village and raiding 

crops.  Afternoon game drives will be enjoyed in the Ishasha 

area, looking for the huge herds of buffalo, elephant, 

Uganda kob and of course the famous tree-climbing lion 

typically found in the area.  

Queen Elizabeth National Park resides in a fertile, equatorial area surrounded by beautiful scenery.  It is Uganda’s 

most popular and accessible savanna reserve, with a total area of 760 miles².   It is primarily associated with grassy 

savanna plains, but this impressive park also includes within its boundaries leafy rain forests, dense papyrus 

swamps and natural volcanic crater lakes.  As a result, it has one of the highest biodiversity ratings of any game 

reserve in the world, including a total of 95 recorded mammal species and more then 610 species of birds.   In 

the afternoon, we will explore the park and its wonders on a game drive.   

Ishasha Wilderness Camp: Situated inside the Southern Ishasha 

sector of Queen Elizabeth National Park on the Ntungwe River, 

Ishasha Wilderness Camp is an idyllic retreat for people who 

truly enjoy the wilderness.  This exclusive camp offers quality 

accommodation and services in this unspoiled remote 

southern sector of Queen Elizabeth National Park.   Each of the 

ten spacious framed canvas rooms, situated in the wooded 

area besides the river, is comfortably furnished and with large 

mosquito netted beds, its own private en-suite bathroom and 

dressing area providing running water, hot water ‘bush’ 

showers and a flushing eco-friendly toilet.  A central lounge 

and dining area, under a cool thatched roof, provides a 

comfortable environment for meals and relaxing during the 

day.  A shaded area beside the river offers al fresco dining and an evening ‘fireplace’ for guests to relax with 

sundowners and share their day’s experience.  

 

Overnight | Ishasha Wilderness Camp or similar 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Game drives, community visits 
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Day 6 | Queen Elizabeth National Park | Ishasha Wilderness Camp 

 

Spend the day enjoying game drives in the Ishasha sector of 

Queen Elizabeth National Park.   Queen Elizabeth National 

Park spreads over 760 sq miles in the western arm of the Great 

Rift Valley and is home to a wide variety of wildlife including 

elephants, leopard, lions, hippos, buffalo, Uganda kob, 

baboon, and many species of birds.  With both a riverine and 

savannah habitat, the park includes the southern Ishasha area 

with the massive Maramagambo, one of the largest surviving 

natural forests in Uganda.  The northern Mweya area, 

traversed by the equator and dominated by the scenery of 

crater lakes, is often occupied by large flocks of flamingos.   

 

Game Drives – Ishasha Sector:  The Ishasha area of Queen 

Elizabeth National Park is rich with wildlife including warthog, water buck, bush buck, leopard, Ugandan kob, 

elephants, countless bird species and even the rare giant forest hog.  The Ishasha sector of the park is known for 

its famous tree climbing lions sometimes found lying about in the branches of the native fig trees.  Overnight at 

Ishasha Wilderness Camp. 

 

Overnight | Ishasha Wilderness Camp or similar 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Game drives 

 

 

Day 7 | Queen Elizabeth National Park | Mweya Lodge 

 

In the Mweya area of Queen Elizabeth National Park, also rich 

with wildlife, visitors will find vast numbers of Uganda’s unique 

and strange Euphorbia, or “candelabra” tree.  The many 

nearby crater lakes and mountain ranges provide a beautiful 

backdrop for your journey.  Enjoy a leisurely boat cruise along 

the Kazinga Channel in Queen Elizabeth National Park.  You 

may encounter herds of elephant, buffalos and antelopes, 

families of warthogs, large groups of hippos, and crocodiles 

basking on the shore. Kazinga’s shores are a haven for 

numerous birds, including many migratory species as they 

make their way south to warmer climates.  The cruise also 

provides a spectacular view of the beautiful Mweya Peninsula 

and life in local fishing villages set along the banks.  

 

Mweya Safari Lodge: Located on a peninsula overlooking the Kazinga Channel on one side and the Rwenzori 

Mountains on the other, this well positioned lodge provides some of the best accommodation and service 

facilities in western Uganda.   Amenities include a swimming pool, the Tembo bar and an elegant air-conditioned 

restaurant with global cuisine.  Breakfast is served on the lodge’s outdoor terrace with views of the Kazinga 

Channel below.  

 

Overnight | Mweya Lodge or similar 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Game drives and Kazinga Channel boat cruise 
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Day 8 | Kibale Forest National Park | Primate Lodge 

 

This morning we will travel to the Kyambura Gorge (Chambura) to enjoy chimpanzee trekking.   After this activity, 

we travel back to the lodge and pack, ready to depart to Kibale Forest National Park.  Kibale Forest is a 2-3 hour 

drive from QENP (north) on good roads.  On a clear day you may get views of the Rwenzoris in the distance.  Two 

nights spent in the area to allow time for chimpanzee tracking in the forest, (permits must be pre-purchased).  

You can also do a forest walk (guided) during your stay, or simply enjoy the area and perhaps visit the Bigodi 

Swamps, or the Vanilla Farm close to Ndali Lodge.  

Kyambura Gorge is situated on the eastern side of Queen Elizabeth National Park and it spans a distance of 

about 10 miles and at its deepest it is 330 feet deep. The Kyambura River is responsible for creating the 

magnificent and steep Kyambura Gorge.   Kyambura Gorge is home to habituated chimpanzees, many other 

primates and a huge variety of both forest and plains bird species.  Trekking chimpanzees at Kyambura Gorge is 

considered to be slightly harder then the trekking in Kibale Forest National Park as the hike out can be difficult if 

you're not prepared. 

Primate Lodge is located in Kibale Forest National 

Park, less than 500 yards from the start of the park’s 

chimpanzee tracking. Primate Lodge offers eight 

luxury en-suite tents.  Each tastefully decorated tent 

sits on a raised wooden deck and has its own private 

veranda overlooking the forest, African style beds, 

large windows and hot and cold running water.  The 

lodge’s restaurant and bar with comfortable chairs, 

sofas and soft cushions and a fireplace for chilly 

evenings makes it a perfect place to dine and relax 

after the day’s activities.  

 

Overnight | Primate Lodge or similar 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Kyambura Gorge Chimp Trekking 

 

 

Day 9 | Chimp Trekking in Kibale Forest National Park | Primate Lodge 

 

This activity will generally take place in the morning.  You will either be driven or 

walk down to the Kibale Forest National Parks’ headquarters to meet your guides 

for your morning’s chimp trekking experience.  The forest is alive with noise and you 

should be lucky enough to see the habituated chimps during your trek.  Sometimes 

they move quickly through the forest, other days you may be lucky enough to 

catch them resting, interacting or eating near the forest floor.  Although chimp 

sightings are not guaranteed, the odds are good with the chance of encountering 

them standing at higher then 90%.  While trekking in the depths of the lush green 

forest, you will be surrounded by bird song and can expect to see at least 5 or 6 

other types of primate, most probably the grey-cheeked managebey and the red-

tailed monkey and of course the chimpanzee.  The walking is fairly easy due to the 

well-maintained trails and reasonably flat terrain.  In the afternoon you can enjoy 

a guided walk into the wetlands and swamps in Kibale. 
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Kibale Forest, at 300 sq miles is one of Uganda’s enchanting forested parks.  Here, you can hike in the park for 

hours observing the drama of life in a rain forest.  The park contains pristine lowland tropical rain forest, montane 

forest, and mixed tropical deciduous forest.  In addition to forest, you will also notice areas of grassland and of 

swamp.  The forest is rich in wildlife.  It is most noted for its primate population.  Some of these are red-tailed 

monkey, diademed monkey, olive baboon, chimpanzee, black and white colobus.  Some of the other mammals 

you might see are bushbuck, Harvey’s red duiker, blue duiker, bush pig, and African civet.  More difficult to spot 

are buffalo, waterbuck, hippo, warthog, and giant forest hog.  Herds of elephant once travelled back and forth 

through the area.  These elephants have become more and more rare, and now are seldom seen.  The birdlife 

in the forest and grasslands of the forest is abundant, with almost 300 species which have been identified here. 

There are 144 species of butterfly in the park and a diverse population of moths and other insects.  

 

Overnight | Primate Lodge or similar 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Kibale Forest Chimp Trekking 

 

 

 

Day 10 | Return to Entebbe 

 

Depart after an early breakfast for the drive back to Entebbe, stopping for curio shopping on the roadside and 

a quick photo stop at the Equator.  Arriving back in Entebbe, late afternoon. Rest of the afternoon/evening is at 

leisure.  This is the end of your Classic Uganda Safari! 

 

~ End of Services ~ 
 

 

Please note: If departing the same night the safari ends, please note your vehicle returns to Entebbe in the late 

afternoon (approximately 16h00/17h00) so DO NOT book flights departing prior to 20h00 in order to allow time for 

security, check in and any delays.  

 

If you plan to spend additional time in Uganda please feel free to speak with us at the time of booking about the 

many activities available in Entebbe and throughout Uganda.  You can explore Kampala, spend a night on 

Ngamba Island, or take a short trip to Jinja, the adventure center of Uganda, offering grade 5 white-water rafting, 

quad biking and bungee jumping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Optional Safari Extensions: 

 

We can assist with any pre-/post- safari extensions to 

other destinations in Uganda, Rwanda or east Africa. 

Please contact us for further information. 
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2018 SAFARI RATES	
	

Classic Uganda Safari (Jan-Mar, Jun-Oct/Dec):  $4955.00 per person 

 

Single Supplement (Jan-Mar, Jun-Oct/Dec):  $10650.00 

 

Classic Uganda Safari (April/May/November):   $4255.00 per person 

 

Single Supplement (Jan – Dec):  $780.00 

 

Please contact us for dates and availability 

 

2018 PERMIT RATES	
 

Gorilla Trekking Permit:  $600.00 per person per trek 

 

Kibale Chimp Trekking Permit (Jan-Mar, Jun-Oct/Dec):  $150.00 per person per trek 

 

Kibale Chimp Trekking Permit (April/May/November):   $100.00 per person per trek 

 

Kyambura Chimp Trekking Permit (Jan-Dec):  $50.00 per person per trek 

 

Please enquire about rates for additional activities. 

 
Gorilla and chimp permits must be reserved and paid for when booking your safari.  Permits are non-refundable even if you 

are not able to join the trek on the scheduled day or do not see the gorillas. Permits are NOT included in safari rate. All 

prices are subject to change due any unforeseen price increase.	A	20%	non-refundable	deposit	is	required	to	confirm	booking. 
 Terms & Conditions apply. 

 

 

 

 

INCLUDED 

 

EXCLUDED 

• Meet & greet service upon arrival 

• Airport transfers to/from Entebbe airport 

• One way flight from Entebbe to Bwindi 

(Kihihi airport) 

• 4x4 transport with English speaking guide. 

• Accommodation in top quality camps 

and lodges 

• Meals as described in itinerary 

• Services of driver/guide 

• Park entry fees 

• Game drives in Queen Elizabeth & boat 

cruise on Kazinga Channel 

• Ishasha Community project 

 
 

• Airfare to/from Uganda 

• Entry visas 

• Travel Insurance 

• Beverages/drinks 

• Gorilla trekking permits 

• All chimp trekking permits (Kyambura 

Gorge and Kibale) 

• All optional excursions (forest walks, Batwa 

village, etc) 

• Personal expenses 

• Meals/drinks not specified in itinerary 

• Gratuities 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

 

• Internal flight: The flight Entebbe-Bwindi (Kihihi) flight has been included in above price.  Please check at 

time of booking whether the flight price has increased which will be beyond our control, and a small 

surcharge may be applicable. 

 

• Health:  Yellow fever & malaria prophylactics are required.  For gorilla/chimp trekking it is imperative that 

you are healthy and free of any disease or virus – officials do have the right to refuse entry if you are found 

to have or show any signs of communicable illnesses (permit non-refundable even due to illness).  

 

• Visas:  Most nationalities require a visa ($50, single entry) to enter Uganda which can be obtained on-line 

PRIOR to arrival in Uganda.  Passports must be valid for a minimum of 6 months. 

 

• Travel insurance:  Travel insurance is compulsory for all guests traveling to Uganda and booking with 

GrassTrack Safaris, LLC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


