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Botswana is one of Africa’s most remarkable destinations for wildlife, conservation, and culture.  
It has the highest concentration of elephants left in Africa, the largest African wild dog 
population and one of only 9 viable lion populations on the continent.  Botswana is also home 
to one of the oldest cultures on earth - the San Bushmen.   
 
This unique, privately guided safari includes 12-nights of accommodation, meals & drinks (as 
specified), San Bushmen village visit, Tsodilo Hills UNESCO World Heritage Site tour, Moremi 
Game Reserve, and the Khwai River Reserve.  Optional extensions to Chobe or Victoria Falls 
are highly recommended for those visiting Africa for the first time.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Brief Itinerary 
 

~ 2 Nights Maun, Botswana  ~ 2 Nights Mobile Safari Camp ~ 2 Nights Mobile Safari Camp 
Pre- & mid-safari stopover  Xai Xai San Bushmen Village Tsodilo Hlls World Heritage Site 
 
 

~ 3 Nights Mobile Safari Camp ~ 3 Nights Mobile Safari Camp 
Moremi Game Reserve  Khwai River Community Reserve 
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Day 1 | Arrive Maun, Botswana | River Nest Cottages   
 

Upon arriving at the Maun Airport and clearing 
customs formalities, you will be met by your 
private guide Steve Stockhall, and transferred 
to your hotel for the night.  You can rest up 
from your flight and prepare for the early 
departure tomorrow.  There will also be time for 
a scenic flight over the Okavango Delta for a 
unique view of this enormous wetland (extra 
expense and pre-booking required). 
 
The River Nest Cottages in the frontier town of 
Maun, Botswana.  Enjoy an exceptionally 
tranquil environment under indigenous trees 
on the banks of the Boronyane River.  The River Nest Cottages offer simple and comfortable 
lodging with a quiet garden area, pool, restaurant and bar. 
 
Overnight | The River Nest Cottages 
Meals | Dinner & Breakfast (drinks not included) 
 
 
Days 2-3 | Xai Xai Village | Wild Camping   
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You’ll start your journey with one of the most 
uplifting cultural experiences in Botswana at 
the remote San Bushmen village of Xai Xai 
(which few tourists see).  Your destination is 
about a 5- hour drive from Maun in open 4x4 
game vehicles and you’ll stop for a picnic 
lunch along the way.  Upon arrival at Xai Xai 
you’ll meet the local San Bushmen, your hosts 
for the next 2 nights.  

 
Set at the base of the Aha Hills in north western 
Botswana and near the Namibian border, the Xai Xai Bushman experience is not to be missed. 
The Khoisan speaking people are the oldest link with our past. Thankfully, and partly due to 
people like yourselves visiting the region, there is an incentive for the people to maintain their 
language and culture in a dignified manner. 
 
The people themselves are very open and wonderful to be around. During your entire visit with 
the Bushmen, we will have an interpreter relaying information between yourselves and the 
villagers.  Bring some photos of your family and life in the US to share.  This is an opportunity for 
interesting discussion as they aren’t familiar with life in the west.  Photography is encouraged 
and you are free to take as many images as you like. There will be plenty of opportunities to 
get portraits, motion and night sky photography.   
 
On the first evening, you will join the people around their fire and encampment where you will 
be given a visual feast of their traditional trance dancing and healing dances. 
 
The following day is spent on foraging and 
gathering walks where the Bushmen will search 
for various medicinal and edible plants.  You’ll 
learn how they use these plants in their daily 
lives and the difference between edible plants 
and nonedible or even toxic plants.  They will 
also be looking out for signs of wildlife, like kudu 
or leopard tracks. 
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Throughout the day, they will share much about their culture including story-telling, games and 
musical instruments.  In the evening, you return to their encampment for yet another evening 
of song and music. 
 
Overnights | Wild bush camping 
Meals | Breakfast, lunch, dinner (drinks included) 
 
 
Days 4-5 | Tsodilo Hills, UNESCO World Heritage Site | Wild Camping   
 

 
This morning you will bid farewell to the Bushmen of Xai Xai and head north to the Tsodilo Hills, 
an important site in the cultural history of the San Bushmen.  The drive will take about 5 hours, 
with a picnic lunch.  You will have plenty of time to explore this sacred site the following day 
on a number of walking trails like the well-known Rhino Trail, a relatively easy walk that takes 
about two hours. 

 
The Tsodilo Hills rise abruptly from the surrounding Kalahari 
plains and their magnetic power of Tsodilo Hills both 
captivates and mystifies. The Hills form the highest points in 
Botswana. For the people who live at the Hills – the San, the 
original inhabitants, and the Hambukushu who have 
periodically occupied the hills for the past 200 years – Tsodilo 
is a sacred, mystical place where ancestral spirits dwell.  In 
earlier times, their ancestors performed religious rituals to ask 
for assistance, and for rain.  The San believe that it was from 
the backs of these hills that people first came to earth and it 
is one of the only places one can reach the Great God in the 
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Eastern sky. They also created paintings on the rock faces and their meaning and symbolism 
remain a mystery even today.   

 
This is one of the most historically significant rock art sites in the world.  It boasts 500 individual 
sites representing thousands of years of human habitation.  Nobody knows the exact age of 
the paintings although some are thought to be more than 20,000 years old, while others are 
merely a century old. 
 
Overnights | Wild bush camping 
Meals | Breakfast, lunch, dinner (drinks included) 
 
 
Day 6 | Return to Maun | River Nest Cottages   
 

 
This morning you’ll depart the Tsodilo Hills and drive to Guma Lagoon for a 3-hour boat trip into 
the Okavango Delta.  Lunch will be at the Guma Lagoon Lodge before heading off to 
Shakawe for your private charter flight to Maun.  You’ll have one overnight at the River Nest 
Cottages before continuing your safari into the Moremi Game Reserve and the Khwai 
Community Reserve. 
 
The Okavango Delta is where the wild things are: an immense, waterlogged oasis alive with 
elephants and birdlife, adrift in the middle of Kalahari sands. The real magic of the Delta lies in 
its water, trickling through from far away highlands, and spreading across the channels and 
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floodplains. During winter in the Kalahari, after 
the sun has baked the earth bare, water fills the 
Okavango; transforming the floodplains into a 
Noah’s Ark of African wildlife.  On your boat trip 
you’ll get a taste of the Okavango Delta as you 
cruise the waterways, searching for wildlife and 
birds on this oasis in the desert. 
 
Overnights | River Nest Cottages 
Meals | Breakfast, lunch, dinner (drinks 
excluded) 

 
 

Days 7-9 | Moremi Game Reserve | Wild Camping   
 

 
This morning you’ll depart Maun and travel by road about 4 hours to the Moremi Game 
Reserve, enjoying a picnic lunch along the way.  You’ll spend three nights camping in this area 
with full days of photography, game drives and an afternoon boat excursion into the 
Okavango Delta.  Since there are no fences separating the Moremi Game Reserve, the Khwai 
River Community Reserve, and the Okavango game is free to wander throughout this vast 
territory.  Taken together these areas are essentially one contiguous area designated for 
wildlife conservation.  
 
Moremi Game Reserve is on the eastern extremity of the Okavango Delta and protects vast 
areas of swamps, lagoons, floodplains, woodlands, and savannah.  As a result of the extremely 
variable habitat the diversity of both wildlife and birdlife is excellent.  This is superb lion and 
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elephant territory and one of the best places 
in Africa of seeing the rare African painted 
dog.  Other wildlife includes leopard, giraffe, 
buffalo, cheetah, warthog, and a wide variety 
of antelopes.  Bring your binoculars as Moremi 
is home to nearly 400 species of birds, from the 
ostrich to the colorful Lilac-breasted Roller. 
 
Game drives in the early morning as the sun 
rises and in the late afternoon as the sun sets 
will be the norm.  You’ll spend your days 
exploring Moremi’s diverse habitats.  After your 
morning game drive, you will return to camp for lunch and a siesta. Camping will be in private 
designated campsites. 
 
Overnights | Wild bush camping 
Meals | Breakfast, lunch, dinner (drinks included)  
 
 
 Days 10-12 | Khwai River Community Area | Wild Camping   
 

 
This morning you’ll depart Moremi and travel by road to the Khwai River Concession, located 
on the border of the Moremi Game Reserve, enjoying a picnic lunch along the way.  You’ll 
spend three nights camping in this area with full days of photography, game drives and an 
afternoon mokoro (a traditional dug-out canoe) excursion into the Okavango Delta.   
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The Khwai River is the eastern most extremity 
of the Okavango Delta. The Okavango itself 
is a large alluvial fan spreading out over the 
Kalahari sands. It is the single largest intact 
ecosystem in southern Africa and recently 
was awarded the World’s one-thousandth 
World Heritage site.  The Khwai River 
Concession sits on the northern border of 
the Moremi Game Reserve.  These two 
areas protect a wide diversity of habitat 
and boast some of the best game viewing 
in Africa.   You’ll search for game on the dry 
land rising between vast wetlands and crystal-clear water channels on the edges of endless 
mopane and Kalahari Apple-leaf woodlands.  Game viewing takes place alongside 
waterways and flood plains, but you’ll also explore the clear channels, lagoons and rivers of 
the Okavango Delta by mokoro, going upstream through a myriad of crystal-clear waterways 
lined with African mangosteen, waterberry trees, and swaying seas of papyrus. 
 
Khwai River is noted as an extremely game rich destination with plenty of predator action. 
Leopards are frequently sighted and there is an excellent opportunity to see African wild dog 
packs denning and hunting here.  There are many bull elephants in the area, large pods of 
hippopotamus, aquatic antelope like red lechwe and water buck and good populations of 
giraffe and zebra. As the area is on the edge of the Okavango Delta, bird life is prolific with 
raptors, kingfishers, fish eagles, ducks and beautiful pygmy geese regularly seen.   

 
Khwai Community Area is on concession adjacent to the north-eastern boundary of Moremi 
along the banks of the Khwai River.  This community run reserve is managed by the Khwai 
Development Trust and is an excellent example of community conservation.  The villages 
benefit from the campsites and lodges on their concession, creating an incentive for the local 
people to conserve the land and wildlife.  The reserve protects 700 square miles of wilderness 
and with the river being the only source of water for miles, it is a magnet for wildlife. 

 
Overnight | Wild Camping 
Meals | All meals & drinks 
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Day 13 | Return to Maun 
 

This morning you’ll depart Khwai for your road transfer back to the Maun Airport.  Lunch before 
your departing flight is included.   
 
If you’re interested in extending your safari to Chobe or Victoria Falls, please let us know! 

 
~ End of Services ~ 

 

 

 

Rate:  $7345.00 (per person sharing) 
 

A 20% non-refundable deposit is required to confirm booking and due within 7 days of receiving an invoice from GrassTrack Safaris. Full 
balance due 8 weeks before departure.  Other terms & conditions apply.  

 
INCLUDES:  Lodging, meals and local drinks (while on safari), dinner in Maun, activities as indicated; professional 
guide, camp crew, and transport in 4x4 game vehicle, private flight from Shakawe to Maun; Botswana park fees; 
Maun airport transfers; Okavango Air Rescue emergency evacuation coverage 
 
EXCLUDES: All flights, pre- or post-safari accommodation/extensions, premium drinks/wine, drinks in Maun, optional 
activities, visas, travel insurance, gratuities, personal items. 
 
 

For more information, please contact Dan Hopkins (dan@grasstracksafaris.com ) 
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About Your Safari 
On this unique journey across Botswana, you’ll be joined by your professional guide.  This is a 
comfortable camping safari with cots, en-suite toilet/shower, and camp staff to attend to all 
the chores.  We believe a camping safari brings you closer to the wilderness and provides an 
immersive experience of the African bush.  A mobile camping safari is flexible, and we 
maximize each day by being out in the field most of the time.  Your safari is all about discovery 
and exploration as you travel across the landscape learning about the wildlife, conservation, 
and cultures of this special country. 
 
A Typical Day on Safari 
A mobile camping safari is an all-
encompassing experience.  Throughout your 
safari, you are surrounded by an incredibly 
unspoiled wilderness area, so even the 
transfers to the campsites are part of the 
adventure!   
 
The day starts with the rising of the sun. Your 
wake-up call will be between 5am and 
6am – a gentle “koko” (knock-knock in 
Setswana) at the entrance of your tent.  A camp assistant will be on hand to fill your wash-
hand basin with steaming hot water and freshly made tea and coffee will be served around 
the campfire. 
 
A light breakfast will be served before the early morning game drive which consists of 
tea, plunger coffee, juice, rusks, fruit, cereal, toast and jams.  We head out as early as is 
permitted in the reserve to be the first on the roads to track fresh spoor left from the animal's 
overnight activities – we may spot fresh lion tracks walking straight past the camp or evidence 
of a passing herd of buffalo not far away.  Your guide Steve will assess the best areas to explore 
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depending on what calls were heard 
during the night as well as the tracks found 
on the road.  He has years of experience 
and can assess the conditions and wildlife 
behavior to maximize your photo 
opportunities. Part of the unique appeal of 
Botswana is that the wildlife moves 
naturally, and you are ‘searching’ for them, 
which can lead to the most amazing 
sightings and a great appreciation and 
respect for the bush. 
 
Having spent the morning exploring the 
surrounding wilderness in search of Botswana’s hidden treasures, you will return to camp for 
lunch under the shade of a marula tree (subject to availability).   Lunch consists of salads, 
freshly baked bread on the open campfire, cold meats and pickles. Just as the animals retreat 
to escape the heat of mid-day, so will you.    
 
Later in the afternoon you will head out into the wilderness once more as the animals awake 
from their day’s slumber and gather at the watering holes.  As the sun sets on the horizon, one 
can only marvel at the sheer splendor of an African sunset.  You’ll stop to photograph and 
enjoy the sunset with a drink in hand (the classic African sundowner).   
 
On your return to camp, enjoy a hot shower under the starry night sky and gather around the 
warmth of the campfire to relive the day’s 
events and excitement.  A three-course 
dinner is served with South African wines 
against the magical backdrop of the 
African night sky.   Retreating to the comfort 
of your tent after enjoying a nightcap 
around the campfire, you can fall asleep to 
the calls of the African wild.   
 
On moving days, the safari team will pack 
down the camp, then travel to the next 
camp site and prepare the camp at the 
next location.  When travelling 
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between locations, the route is most 
commonly through the parks and reserves 
and is therefore an extension of your daily 
game drives.  A picnic lunch will be served en-
route. 
 
Our safaris are fully-supported, and our guests 
do not participate in any of the camp chores.  
Our camp crew will take care of all cooking, 
setting up camp, and will make sure that you 
are comfortable on your journey. We do this 
by providing healthy meals with plenty of tea, 
coffee, and water available (as well as a 
selection of local beers and wines).  Vegetarian meals can be requested along with just about 
any dietary requirement you can think of! 
 
Accommodation 
Accommodation is in spacious 3 x 3-meter 
tents each with a made-up stretcher bed. Two 
basins are located outside each tent. We use 
bucket showers (best experience!) and long 
drop loos for ablutions that are attached to 
each tent.  Remember that our private sites 
have no amenities other than what we bring. 
This means that we truly only leave our 
footprints – a good way to be!  

 
Our vehicles are ones adapted to carry 6 
people. Each person has a window seat to 
maximize their experience. The vehicles carry 
bean bags to support camera equipment, a 
tea box for morning break and a cooler box or fridge. Each vehicle has a charging facility to 
recharge cameras, iPads, iPods and laptops. Our guides and staff are, above all else, 
passionate about the wilderness we work in, the animals we spend time with and the people 
who travel with us.   The most important part of our job is to send everyone home with an 
amazing experience, epic photos, and inspiration to help us spread the word to conserve!  
 
 

 


