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Kalahari Safari 
 

7 days–6 nights | mobile camping 

This safari offers an insight into the culture and history of the Kalahari's oldest inhabitants. It is ideal for the 

adventure enthusiast offering breathtaking scenery, desert wildlife and the privilege of an introduction to 

the traditional lifestyle of the San Bushmen. 

Located in the remote bush, campsites are unfenced and it's not unusual to have wildlife wander through 

camp.  The Kalahari Safari is a unique opportunity to immerse yourself in the daily rhythms and magic of the 

African wilderness deep in the Kalahari Desert. 

 

This safari is a "participation mobile camping safari" because guests "participate" by setting up their own 

tent, carrying their luggage from the vehicle to the tent, and sleeping on a mattress pad (not a bed or 

cot).  The safari runs with one vehicle and a trailer to haul all the supplies as you move from camp to 

camp.  Many guests will also pitch in with the cooking, though this is not required.  Each safari is 

accompanied by a professional guide and a camp assistant who will ensure your safari is safe, 

educational, and fun. 

SAFARI HIGHLIGHTS 

• San Bushman Experience (Haina) 

• 4 nights Central Kalahari Game Reserve 

• 1 Overnight at a comfortable lodge in Maun 
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~ The Kalahari Safari ~ 

Day 1: Bushman Experience |Camping  

Please note: As the safari starts at 07h30 on Day 1 it is a 

requirement that you pre-night in Maun and purchase drinks for 

your safari the day before your safari starts. GrassTrack Safaris 

can assist in pre-safari arrangements. 

The safari begins in Maun, where you will travel to the northern 

border of the Central Kalahari Game reserve, set up camp, 

and have a safari briefing.  In the afternoon you will participate 

in a nature walk led by local Bushmen trackers.  They will share 

their intricate bush knowledge and give you an insight into their 

unique and intriguing culture including food preparation, 

games, and dancing. 

The Bushmen (also known as the San) are descendants of ancient Stone Age cultures and were the first people 

living in Botswana, Namibia, and South Africa. The name ‘San’ refers to many groups of hunter-gathers who have 

existed in this region long before the Bantu migrations and thousands of years before the Europeans.  With the 

arrival of colonists and Bantu peoples, and their cattle and weapons, the San were pushed deeper into the arid 

lands of the Kalahari. 

Traditional San society consisted of loose networks of clans and family groups.  They recognized no chief or 

authority figure and governed themselves through group consensus.  San speak the complex click language 

where various pops and clicks are used as consonants.  They created beautiful rock art, found throughout 

southern Africa.  The San are exceptional hunters and trackers and have detailed knowledge of the bush.  

Hunting is done with bows and poison arrows, the poison made from boiling plants and beetle larvae.  

 

Today the San face many challenges including alcoholism and the loss of their traditional territories.  Their culture 

and traditions are disappearing and many San live in poverty in remote areas. As recently as 2002 the Botswana 

government evicted the remaining San living in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve to make way for diamond 

mines.  The San are currently fighting this removal in court. 

 

Day 1:  Maun – Game Farm in Hainaveld area (northern border CKGR): 110 miles, 4 hrs. 

 

Overnight | Camping on Central Kalahari Game Reserve Border 

Included Meals | Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Bushman Experience 

 

Days 2 - 5: Central Kalahari Game Reserve | Camping 

You will wake up as the sun rises and enter the pristine wilderness of the largest game reserve in Botswana.  The 

next four days will be exploring the remote wilderness of the northern region of the Kalahari, moving from camp 

to camp.  You will visit Pipers Pan, Passarge Valley and Deception Valley.  Savor the vast open spaces, clear night 

skies, and uninterrupted beauty on game drives and at camp.  This is adventure camping in its purest form as 
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water and communications 

are limited and we travel as a 

self-sufficient group.  Camping 

is in a designated campsite 

with fixed/bush ablutions. 

The Kalahari Desert stretches 

nearly 360,000 square miles 

across Botswana, Namibia 

and South Africa.  The Kalahari is not a true desert in the strictest sense of the word as it receives too much rainfall 

(between 5 and 10 inches annually).  Derived from the Tswana word Kgala, meaning "the great thirst", or 

Kgalagadi, meaning "a waterless place", the Kalahari is a vast area of red sands, dry river valleys, and open 

grasslands.  The Central Kalahari game Reserve is the largest, most remotely situated reserve in Southern Africa, 

and the second largest wildlife reserve in the world.  The Reserve was originally established (in 1961) with the 

intention of serving as a place of sanctuary for the San, in the heart of the Kalahari (and Botswana), where they 

could live their traditional hunter/ gatherer way of life, without intrusion, or influence, from the outside world. 

 

Once the traditional home of the San people, the reserve protects a surprisingly diverse population of wildlife.  

Animals that have adapted to the extremely dry conditions in the Kalahari include meerkats, oryx, springbok, 

wildebeest, ostrich, hyenas, leopards and the black-maned Kalahari lion.  Many of these animals are not usually 

found in the game parks to the north. 

 

Day 2:  Game Farm in Hainaveld area to Central Kalahari Game Reserve: 75 miles, 4-5 hrs. 

 

Overnights | Camping in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Game drives 

 

Day 6: Maun |Comfortable Lodge 

After our final morning game drive in the Kalahari we break camp and return to Maun where our last night will 

be enjoyed in the comfort of a lodge. Dinner is at your own expense at the lodge. The safari officially ends at 

08h00 on Day 7.  

Day 6: Deception Valley, Central Kalahari to Maun: 210 miles, 5-6 hrs 

Overnight | Comfortable lodge in Maun 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch 

 

Day 7: Depart Maun 

Today is the official end of your safari!  

~ End of Services ~ 
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2017 SAFARI RATES 
 

The Kalahari Safari (Jan-Dec):  $1450.00 per person* 

 

Single Supplement:  $130.00 

 
*Rates	subject	to	change	due	to	exchange	rate	fluctuation	or	any	

unforeseen	price	increase. 

 

Please contact us for dates, availability, and current rates 

 

 

 
INCLUDED 

 

EXCLUDED 

• Accommodation as specified in 

itinerary. 

• Dome style tents with mattress 

(sleeping pad).  

• Services of a professional guide and 

camp assistant. 

• Transport in customized safari vehicles. 

• Camping in private campsites within 

the national parks and reserves. 

• All entrance fees and camping fees 

within Botswana national parks and 

reserves. 

• Meals, tea/coffee only, as specified in 

itinerary (rate does not include any 

other beverages). 

• All activities as specified in the itinerary. 

• All international flights and departure 

taxes. 

• Entry visas. 

• Travel insurance (required). 

• Accommodation not specified in the 

itinerary (i.e. pre-night in Maun). 

• Optional activities/excursions. 

• Staff gratuities. 

• All beverages (alcohol, soft drinks, and 

bottled mineral water),  

• Sleeping bag/pillow 

• Airport transfers. 

• Items of personal nature and toiletries. 

• Increases in park fees. 
 

 

 

 

 

Optional Safari Extensions: 
 

We can assist with any pre-/post- safari 

extensions to other destinations in Botswana 

or southern Africa.  Please contact us at 

dan@grasstracksafaris.com for further 

information. 
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All safaris are equipped with the luxuries required for travel comfort and peaceful relaxation (custom-built safari 

vehicles, a mobile kitchen serving good wholesome food with an African flavor and ice-cold drinks for that 

tropical sundowner) while still maintaining the exhilarating spirit of the adventurous traveler. 

All vehicles are customized, tough, reliable 

Safari Land Rovers.  Vehicles are extra wide 

with more seating space and have: 

1 Folding windscreen, 2 Removable canvas 

roof, 3 Perspex windows for the cold and 

rain, 4 Fridge for cold beverages, 5 Folding 

side door, 6 Comfortable coil spring 

suspension, 7 120L water tank with tap, 8 

Open sides for unobstructed views, 9 Chair box for easy access, 10 Easy modular packing system – saves time, 

11 Folding side table complete with full kitchen behind. 

The tents are large and comfortable, the showers and bush toilets are private and clean.  Meals are served in a 

tranquil setting next to the campfire in the African bush and are prepared on the open fire by the camp 

assistant.  Our custom designed vehicles and trailers are ideally suited for photographic safaris in the African 

bush. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


