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Community & Conservation 

Safari  

 

June 13 – 21, 2018 

We are excited to announce a new Community and Conservation Safari with our 

partner in Zimbabwe, Imvelo Safari Lodges!  This is an opportunity for you to 

participate in hands-on community development work and active conservation 

programs while enjoying stellar game viewing and the wide variety of safari 

activities on offer in Hwange National Park and Victoria Falls.  Days are packed 

with community interactions, hands-on predator conservation, 'pump runs' to 

ensure water supply for Hwange's wildlife, anti-poaching patrolling & more! 

Only one departure for this unique safari:  June 13-21, 2018 

Imvelo Safari Lodges has been at the forefront of community conservation in Zimbabwe since 1996. 

By building some of their camps and safari lodges on communal land bordering Hwange National 

Park, their ultimate goal is to create a symbiotic relationship between local communities, responsible 

tourism, and conservation.  This in turn promotes conservation of the local wildlife and natural 

resources, and encourages sustainability for these village communities while at the same time 

adding significantly to the experience for the responsible safari enthusiast. 

Imvelo is heavily involved in a range of wildlife conservation and community programs on a daily 

basis.  Funded through lodge revenue and the Imvelo Foundation, projects include building and 

improving local schools, providing wells for clean water, and providing medical care & 

facilities.   Conservation projects range from promoting wildlife buffers, educating local 

communities, and maintaining pumps throughout the park to provide water to wildlife during the 

dry season. These programs allow the local communities to benefit from the tourism industry thereby 

creating an incentive to promote conservation.  
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June 13, 2018 | Victoria Falls | Gorges Lodge 

 
Arrive at Victoria Falls Airport where your Zimbabwe safari experience begins. You will be met by a shuttle vehicle 

for your road transfer to Gorges Lodge on the edge of the Batoka Gorge.  The lodge is perched 600 feet above 

the mighty Zambezi River!  Spend the afternoon sipping delicious 

refreshments by the pool enjoying the amazing view and then in 

the evening head off to Dibu Dibu for sundowners and snacks 

while you watch the lodge's resident pair of black eagles soar 

only yards away from you (weather permitting). 

After the black eagle viewing take a leisurely stroll back to the 

main lodge reception area where you will be entertained by a 

team of talented traditional dancers and then enjoy a tasty 3 

course dinner in the main lodge area, overlooking the gorge 

before retiring to your chalet and falling asleep to the sound of 

the river rushing below you. 

Gorges Lodge: At Gorges you can relax away from the hustle and bustle of Victoria Falls town -  your peaceful 

guest accommodation is nestled in a landscaped garden that makes walking to your room a joy, and the staff 

is renowned for their warm hospitality.  Gorges was built on community land and when opened in 1995 was one 

of the very first pioneers of community based ecotourism in Southern Africa, and today is an outstanding example 

for a sustainable community based tourism model.  Gorges 

Lodge has arguably the most spectacular views in southern 

Africa and offers a unique Victoria Falls experience from a 

peaceful and idyllic base on the edge of the Batoka Gorge.  

Whether you are enjoying a cup of coffee at sunrise on your 

private veranda or a cool refreshment by the pool at sunset, you 

will be constantly drawn to the stunning vistas provided by the 

Batoka Gorge and the rushing waters of the Zambezi River 

below.  Accommodations are 10 stone under thatch chalets, all 

with private verandas that provide stunning views.  Each chalet 

has en-suite bathrooms with showers, mini bars, overhead fans 

and tea and coffee making facilities. 

Victoria Falls:  The Victoria Falls is created by the Zambezi River which forms the boundary between Zambia and 

Zimbabwe.  In the local Kololo language it is known as Mosi-oa-Tunya, or “The Smoke that Thunders”.   The name 

says it all for when the river is high the Falls are at their most magnificent as the towering column of spray and 

thunder of cascading water can be heard miles away.   

What makes the Falls so stunning is not only the sheer volume of water flowing over it (145,000,000 gallons every 

minute), but also its incredible breadth.  Where the river meets the cliff, the Falls is over a mile wide making it the 

longest curtain of water on the planet.  This water tumbling across such a long expanse falls over 300 feet before 

crashing into the canyon below, creating what is considered one of the natural wonders of the world.  Victoria 

Falls is a National Park and a World Heritage Site.  Through millions of years of erosion, the Zambezi River has 

created a series of waterfalls, each slightly upstream of the previous one.  The present Victoria Falls will eventually 

give way to a new waterfall.  This process is already starting at the Devil's Cataract on the Zimbabwe 

side.  Evidence of the previous waterfalls can be seen in the zig-zagging gorges downstream of today's Victoria 

Falls. 



~ GrassTrack Safaris ~ 

dan@grasstracksafaris.com  | 603.443.0155 |  www.grasstracksafaris.com  

Dan Hopkins | Lebanon NH 

 

Activities in Livingstone include white water rafting down the 

Zambezi Gorge, canoeing or sunset cruises on the upper 

Zambezi, elephant rides, and helicopter flights over the 

Victoria Falls.  Or just simply walking along the Falls and 

enjoying the view!  From the Livingstone side of the Falls 

there’s a hiking trail leading down to the Boiling Pot, where 

the Zambezi exits the gorge at the base of the Falls. 

 

Overnight | Gorges Lodge 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Gorge walk, Black Eagle viewing, traditional 

dancing 
 

 

June 14, 2018 | Victoria Falls & Hwange | Camelthorn Lodge 

Enjoy early morning tea or coffee on your private veranda overlooking the Zambezi followed by a sumptuous 

breakfast in the main lodge dining area.  After breakfast, head into Victoria Falls town where you will be taken 

on a guided tour of Zimbabwe's foremost attraction - Victoria Falls. “The smoke that thunders” remains one of the 

most spectacular natural wonders in the world. 

After the Falls tour, you will be transferred by road (2.5 hours) to Dete Siding where you will board the Elephant 

Express for a relaxed ride down the railway line across Hwange, game viewing all the way into camp. Light lunch 

and drinks will be served on board. The Elephant Express is a one-of-its-kind 24 seat private rail car that traverses 

the historic colonial era railway line which runs along the edge 

of Hwange National Park and onward to Victoria Falls and the 

famous bridge. The railway line borders Hwange National Park 

and game is often seen during the journey. It was the longest 

stretch of perfectly early 1900’s. The northern section runs 

through magnificent indigenous hardwood forest, while the 

south crosses the Ngamo Plains and ancient palm forests.  The 

rail car seats 22 passengers and has a chemical toilet. 

On arrival on the Ngamo plains, disembark for a drive to our 

signature ‘Look Up Blind’ to enjoy outstanding close up 

elephant photography, literally at toe level, followed by 

sundowners over Stoffie’s Pan.  

 

After arrival at Camelthorn Lodge, your home for the next five 

nights, freshen up and then enjoy a slide show on Imvelo’s conservation and community projects and the group’s 

involvement over the next few days. Then dinner under the stars by the campfire with the elephants at the 

waterhole. Overnight at Camelthorn Lodge. 

Hwange National Park:  The Hwange National Park is 5600 sq miles and is in fact as big as Northern Ireland.  It is 

the largest National Park in Zimbabwe and one of Africa’s great parks.  It was granted Game Reserve status in 

1928 and proclaimed a National Park in 1961.  Due to the vast size of the park the landscape varies from deep 

Kalahari sands in the south to rocky hilly country in the north.  

Hwange has always been renowned for its incredible diversity of wildlife, and to this day it boasts more varieties 

of mammal and bird species than any other Zimbabwean National Park.  There are over 100 species of mammals, 
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including 19 large herbivores such as buffalo, eland, sable, 

giraffe, zebra, and wildebeest.  Hwange supports a healthy 

population of lions, cheetahs, leopards and some rhinos.  

Over 400 bird species have been recorded here.  However, 

the area is particularly famous for its population of elephant, 

some 44,000 strong (based on the latest aerial survey) who 

in the dry season dominate all the water points in the 

afternoons.    Combined with the elephants of northern 

Botswana this is the world’s largest contiguous elephant 

population and a flagship for the Kavango Zambezi Trans 

Frontier Conservation Area.  The northern region of the park 

is divided into 3 different areas, namely Main Camp, Robins 

and Sinamatella.  The Sinamatella area of the park is a 

fantastic game driving and walking area. 

Camelthorn Lodge is nestled in the cool woodlands on the southern edge of Ngamo’s famous Plains. Here, you 

will be treated to a truly memorable safari experience, in pure comfort and style. Enjoy al fresco dining under our 

ancient camelthorn tree, savor your morning coffee in front of a roaring fire, track herds of elephant by foot, and 

enjoy close up photography from inside our look-up blind. This flagship lodge ticks all the boxes for your authentic 

African safari experience. 

 

The main lodge is unique in its style and design and has as its 

center piece a huge ancient Camelthorn tree that spans a 

100-foot outdoor dining area.  Accommodation includes 8 

luxuriously furnished forest villas that are cool in the hot 

months and warm and cozy in the cold months.  Each villa 

has a private en-suite bathroom with a bath and feature 

window overlooking the woodland, large shower, closed off 

toilet, fireplace, a private ground level deck, upstairs 

outdoor maisonette with hammock and day bed and 

electricity by diesel/solar generator. 

  

The woodlands surrounding our forest villas is dotted with 

small water baths that attract some of the smaller and less destructive woodland creatures - bushbuck, 

mongoose, squirrels and an abundance of interesting and colorful birdlife.  About a half mile away from the 

lodge and inside Hwange National Park, we have built an underground hide in front of a beautifully located 

waterhole - elephants can be photographed from toe level silhouetted against the sky at a distance of 25 feet.  

Such close proximity to Hwange's giants is truly breathtaking! 

 

Overnight | Camelthorn Lodge 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Victoria Falls tour, Elephant Express across Hwange, Look Up wildlife blind 

 

June 15 | Community Interaction | Camelthorn Lodge 

 
After and early breakfast head to a village a mile or so from Mlevu School and walk to school with the local kids, 

arriving to attend school assembly. After that meet with village headmen and head masters for an introduction 

into typical Zimbabwean village life and life on the frontline of Hwange National Park. Then participants will 

undertake a variety of community activities including: 
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• Equipping the village well with a new pump 

cylinder. 

• Paint murals and accessorize a classroom with 

posters and teaching aids. 

• Class interaction – make presentations a “Day in the 

life of an American kid”. 

• Collect firewood and water and drop off with 

elderly village widows/widowers 

• With local Mothers, prepare and serve lunch for the 

school, teachers and group. 

• Afternoon sports – participants and Imvelo staff will 

form teams to play the school kids in a soccer 

match or alternatively teach a baseball game. 

 

(Please note the community activities are subject to change depending the size of the group and the budget 

available for community projects).  

 

Return to camp after work and enjoy dinner under the stars at Bomani pan.  

 

Overnight | Camelthorn Lodge 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | All day community work with a bush dinner at Bomani Pan. 

 
 

June 16 & 17 | Hands on Predator Conservation | Camelthorn Lodge 

 
The southeast corner of Hwange features the famed Ngamo plains, 

known to offer some of the best game viewing in the national park. 

Predators like wild dog, cheetah, jackal and lion all patrol these 

plains and the surrounding woodlands. Over the past few years, wild 

dog, cheetah and lion have all denned in and around the Bomani 

concession which borders Hwange and then raised their young in 

the area, offering incredible opportunities to experience these 

threatened predator species.  

 

The next two days will be dedicated to monitoring the activities of 

the various predators in the area. Typically, participants will start 

before dawn, be dispersed on foot and by vehicle with 

guides/trackers in search of the target species. The specific activities will depend on wildlife movements/activity 

but could include the following: 

 

• Looking for absent individuals and/or animals caught in or by snares, in which case a vet will be 

collected and deployed   

• Monitoring any dens for illegal activity to reduce the risk of snares and if illegal activity is discovered, 

Scorpions anti-poaching unit can be collected and deployed.  

• Monitor the predator’s patrols and hunts using GPS’, to record range and movement and create 

maps detailing it. 

• Visiting the Scorpions anti-poaching basecamp to learn more about their work patrolling the 

southern part of the park. 
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During the middle part of the day and in the evenings, 

participants will adjourn to the lodge for lunch or picnic in the 

field depending on distance from lodge, to review photos 

taken by participants with Pack ID photos to monitor 

individuals, download GPS tracks to plot on maps etc. 

Researchers and representatives from local conservation 

groups may also join the group in the field and in the 

evenings.  

 

(Please note the conservation activities are subject to 

change depending wildlife movements/activity, the size of 

the group and the budget available for conservation 

projects. Predicting wildlife movements more than a few 

weeks or months in advance is difficult so the actual conservation activities will be finalized closer to the 

departure date) 

 

Overnight | Camelthorn Lodge 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Hands on involvement in real conservation work of threatened predator species 

 

 

June 18 | Helping Hwange’s “Thirsty Herds” | Camelthorn Lodge 

 

Early morning tea or coffee and then guests pack day packs for a full day trip into the park for our one of a kind 

‘pump run’ with a picnic and siesta under the trees at Mfagazaan Pan.  

 

Hwange’s famous elephant herds and in fact all wildlife are sustained during the dry season on a pumped water 

program started in the 1930’s. Today Imvelo’s trademark ‘pump runs’ combine game viewing in remote areas of 

the park with practical hands-on conservation. 

 

Guests participate in Imvelo’s supply and maintenance support 

to the wells and pump attendants that are the heartbeat of 

Hwange and its water dependent wildlife. Our efforts today will 

directly support literally thousands of elephant and also other 

wildlife. 

 

After a picnic lunch in the remote southern part of the park, 

game drive back to the lodge going from pan to pan, weaving 

between the throngs of jostling elephant that come pouring in 

for the water makes for a fun, memorable and extremely 

rewarding day. 

 

Back at camp refresh, unwind and enjoy a delicious dinner, followed by an evening around the campfire reliving 

the amazing wildlife experiences that Hwange has provided.  

 

Overnight | Camelthorn Lodge 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Activities | Involvement on projects in support of one of the largest elephant herds on the planet 
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June 19 | Hwange to the Zambezi River | Zambezi Sands River Camp 

 

After a hearty breakfast embark on the Elephant express rail 

car to Dete, game viewing en-route (2.5hrs). Here you will be 

met by our Imvelo shuttle vehicle for your road transfer to 

Zambezi Sands River Camp on the banks of the thundering wild 

waters of the Zambezi River, inside Zambezi National Park (3 

hours). Drinks and snacks will be provided. 

Settle into your luxury tent and then embark on a sundowner 

cruise along the mighty Zambezi River before freshening up for 

a superb 3 course meal listening to the sounds of the Siansimba 

rapids in front of the lodge.  

Zambezi Sands River Camp is situated within the western area of the Zambezi National Park on the banks of the 

mighty Zambezi River upstream of the Victoria Falls. Zambezi Sands is unique in that it features not only the 

Zambezi River and water based activities and some glorious wildlife and scenery but is also close to the Victoria 

Falls.   

Accommodations are 8 luxury tents: 800 sq foot Bedouin Style 

Tent with 600 sq foot private deck each with a lounge area, 

minibar, tea and coffee making facility, en-suite bathroom, 

outdoor shower and private splash pool.  Included in your stay 

are accommodation, all meals, soft drinks, beers, wines & local 

spirits, laundry. 

However, relaxing in your private deck splash pool – while 

overlooking the Zambezi – is perhaps just as enjoyable. 

Elephant can be found loitering on the mainland or in the river, 

while hippo, waterbuck and bushbuck frequent the reed banks 

and islands.  Lions can be heard calling at night and the birdlife 

is prolific - African finfoot, African skimmer, pratincoles and Pel’s 

fishing owl all occur here. 

Overnight | Zambezi Sands River Camp 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner (fully inclusive) 

Activities | Elephant Express transfer, Sunset cruise on the Zambezi 

 

 

June 20 | Foot Patrol & Canoeing along the Zambezi | Zambezi Sands River Camp 

 

The day will start with coffee and tea at sunrise overlooking the Zambezi followed by a hearty breakfast. 

 

The morning will be on foot exploring the shoreline and enjoying its wildlife.  Park rangers, Victoria Falls Anti-

Poaching team and our staff routinely patrol this section of Zambezi National Park for illegal snaring or signs of 

poaching by Zambians from the north bank – our group will provide extra eyes to these teams and get some 

hands-on experience in detecting cross border poaching activity in support of Park Rangers. 

 

After a light lunch back at the lodge, enjoy a dip in your private plunge pool and a short siesta. In the late 
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afternoon, we’ll depart for a canoe trip on the Zambezi in our 

stable inflatable canoes through gentle rapids and lazy 

channels past the Siansimba islands just in front of the lodge. 

This trip will culminate in one final Zimbabwean sundowner on 

the banks of the river, enjoying cool drinks and tasty snacks. 

  

Return to the lodge via a ‘night eyes’ game drive before 

enjoying a farewell dinner around the boma fire. Overnight at 

Zambezi Sands River Camp. 

 

Overnight | Zambezi Sands River Camp 

Included Meals | Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner  

Activities | Foot patrol, canoeing the Zambezi whitewater and 

channels 

 

 

June 21 | Farewell Bush Breakfast & Departure 

Very early morning tea or coffee on your private deck taking the magnificent sights and sounds of the African 

bush before a hearty farewell breakfast in the main lodge. 

Then it’s time to pack up for your transfer to Victoria Falls airport to catch you departing International flight. 

	

~ End of Services ~ 
	

 

 
	

PLEASE NOTE: 

 

ü The community and conservation activities are subject to change 

depending on wildlife movements and activity, the size of the 

group and the budget available for the projects. 

ü Rates include national park entry fees 

ü Children 12 and under – 50% off accommodation 

2018 Safari Rates 
 

$4875 plus a $700 donation (tax-deductible) to the Imvelo Trust/D3 Foundation 
 

Rates are per person sharing 

 

A non-refundable, 20% deposit is required to confirm booking.  Balance is due 7 

weeks before departure.  



~ GrassTrack Safaris ~ 

dan@grasstracksafaris.com  | 603.443.0155 |  www.grasstracksafaris.com  

Dan Hopkins | Lebanon NH 

ü Please note the Elephant Express has to run according to 

scheduling specified by the National Railways of Zimbabwe and as 

such may be subject to delays and cancellations, which are 

beyond our control.  

ü Please note pump runs only take place during the dry season 

months from June – Oct and school holidays are typically in August 

and April 
	

 
 

 

 

INCLUDED: Services of a professional guide, game drives in customized safari vehicles, 

park entrance fees, all meals specified in itinerary, all drinks (local beers, spirits, soft 

drinks), activities specified, community & conservation activities. 

EXCLUDED:  All flights and taxes, entry visas, travel insurance, optional extensions, 

activities in Victoria Falls, gratuities, pre-/post safari accommodations, items of a personal 

nature. 

Other terms & conditions apply. 


